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[As the present pamphlet—though a continuation of the
sevies alveady published, velating to questions of Sex—deals
with a somewhat difficult brvanch of that subject, it has been
thought advisable, at any vate in the first instance, to print

it for private civculation.)
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HOMOGENIC LOVE

F all the many forms that Love delights to take,
perhaps none is more interesting (for the very
reason that it has been so inadequately considered) than
that special attachment which is sometimes denoted by
the word Comradeship. In general we may say that
the passion of love provides us with at once the deepest
problems and the highest manifestations of life, and that
to its different workings can be traced the farthest-
reaching threads of human endeavor. In one guise, as

‘the mere semi-conscious Sex-love, which runs through

creation and is common to man and the lowest animals
and plants, it affords a kind of organic basis for the
unity of all creatures; in another, as for instance the
love of the Mother for her offspring (also to be termed a
passion) it seems to pledge itself to the care and
guardianship of the growing race; then again in the
Marriage of man and woman it becomes a thing of
mystic and eternal import, and one of the corner-stones
of human society ; while in the form of the Comrade-
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love with which this paper is concerned, it has uses and
functions which we trust will clearly appear as we
proceed.

To some perhaps it may appear a little strained to place
this last-mentioned form of attachment on a level of
importance with the others, and such persons may be
inclined todeny to the homogenic or homosexual love* (asit
hasbeen called) that intense, that penetrating, andat times
overmastering character which would entitle it to rank
asa gr?: human passion. But in truth this view, when
entertained, arises from a want of acquaintance with the
actual facts ; and it may not be amiss here, in the briefest
possible way, to indicate what the world’s History,
Literature and Art has to say to us on the whole
subject, before we go on to any further considerations of
our own. Certainly, if the confronting of danger and
the endurance of pain and distress for the sake of the
loved one, if sacrifice, unswerving devotion and life-long
union, constitute proofs of the reality and intensity (and
let us say healthiness) of an affection, then these proofs
have been given in numberless cases of such attachment,
not only as existing between men, but as between women,
since the world began. The records of chivalric love,

* «Homosexual,” generally used in scientific works, is of course
a bastard word. ‘*Homogenic '’ has been suggested, as being from
two roots, both Greek, i.e., homos ** same,” and genos ‘* sex.”’

L b

m &EwO999wh h/ LECIbDbCOwW

HOMOGENIC LOVE 5

the feats of enamored knights for their ladies’ sakes, the
stories of Hero and Leander, &c., are easily paralleled, if
not surpassed, by the stories of the Greek comrades-in-
arms and tyrannicides—of Cratinus and Aristodemus,
who offered themselves together as a voluntary sacrifice
for the purification of Athens; of Chariton and
Melanippus,* who attempted to assassinate Phalaris,
the tyrant of Agrigentum ; of Diocles who fell fighting
in defence of his loved one; or of Cleomachus who in
like manner, in a battle between the Chalkidians and
Eretrians, being entreated to charge the latter, ¢ asked
the youth he loved, who was standing by, whether he
would be a spectator of the fight; and when he said he
would, and affectionately kissed Cleomachus and put his
helmet on his head, Cleomachus with a proud joy placed
himself in the front of the bravest of the Thessalians
and charged the enemy’s cavalry with such impetuosity
that he threw them into disorder and routed them ; and
the Eretrian cavalry fleeing in consequence, the
Chalkidians won a splendid victory.”}

The annals of all nations contain similar records—
though probably among none has the ideal of this love
been quite so enthusiastic and heroic as among the
post-Homeric Greeks. It is well known that among
the Polynesian Islanders—for the most part a very

* « Athenaeus” xiii., c. 78. t See Plutarch ** Eroticus,” § xvii.
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gentle and affectionate people, probably inheriting the
traditions of a higher culture than they now possess—
the most romantic male friendships are (or were) in
vogue. Says Herman Melville in “ Omoo” (ch. 39),
¢ The really curious way in which all Polynesians are in
the habit of making bosom friends is deserving of
remark. . . In the annals of the island (Tahiti) are
examples of extravagant friendships, unsurpassed by
the story of Damon and Pythias—in truth much more
wonderful ; for notwithstanding the devotion—even of
life in some cases—to which they led, they were
frequently entertained at first sight for some stranger
from another island.” So thoroughly recognised indeed
were these unions that Melville explains (in ¢ Typee,”
ch. 18) that if two men of hostile tribes or islands
became thus pledged to each other, then each could
pass through the enemy’s territory without fear of
molestation or injury; and the passionate nature of
these attachments is indicated by the following passage
from Omoo :—¢ Though little inclined to jealousy in
[ordinary] love-matters, the Tahitian will hear of no
rivals in his friendship.”

Even among savage races lower down than these in
the scale of evolution, and who are generally accused of
being governed in their love-relations only by the most
animal desires, we find a genuine sentiment of comrade-
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ship beginning to assert itself—as among the Balonda*
and other African tribes, where regular ceremonies of the
betrothal of comrades take place, by the transfusion of
a few drops of blood into each other’s drinking bowls,
by the exchange of names,t and the mutual gift of their
most precious possessions; but unfortunately, owing to
the obtuseness of current European opinion on this
subject, these and other such customs have been but
little investigated and have by no means received the
attention that they ought.

When we turn to the poetic and literary utterances of
the more civilised nations on this subjec¢t we cannot but
be struck by the range and intensity of the emotions
expressed—ifrom the beautiful threnody of David over
his friend whose love was passing the love of
women, through the vast panorama of the Homeric
Iliad, of which the heroic friendship of Achilles and his
dear Patroclus forms really the basic theme, down to
the works of the great Greek age—the splendid odes of
Pindar burning with clear fire of passion, the lofty
elegies of Theognis, full of wise precepts to his beloved
Kurnus, the sweet pastorals of Theocritus, the passionate

* See ‘“Natural History of Man'" by J. G. Wood. Vol:
“ Africa,” p. 419.

t See also Livingstone's ** Expedition to the Zambesi.'! Murray,
1865, p. 148.
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lyrics of Sappho, or the more sensual raptures of
.Anacreon. Some of the dramas of Aeschylus and
Sophocles—as the Myrmidones of the former and the
Lovers of Achilles of the latter—appear to have had this
subject for their motive ; * and many of the prose-poem
dialogues of Plato were certainly inspired by it.

Then coming to the literature of the Roman age,
whose materialistic spirit could only with difficulty
seize the finer inspiration of the homogenic love, and
which in such writers as Catullus and Martial could
only for the most part give expression to its grosser side,
we still find in Virgil a noble and notable instance. His
second Eclogue bears the marks of a genuine passion ;
and, according to some,} he there under the name of
Alexis immortalises his own love for the youthful
Alexander. Nor is it possible to pass over in this
connection the great mass of Persian literature, and the
poets Sadi, Hafiz, Jami, and many others, whose names
and works are for all time, and whose marvellous love-
songs (‘“ Bitter and sweet is the parting kiss on the lips
of a friend”) are to a large extent if not mostly addressed
to those of their own sex.}

* Though these two plays, except for some quotations, are lost.

t Mantegazza and Lombroso.  See Albert Moll, * Contrire
Sexual-empfinding,” second ed., p. 36.

I Though in translations this fa¢ is often by pious fraudulence
disguised.
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Of the medieval period in Europe we have of course
but few literary monuments. Towards its close we
come upon the interesting story of Amis and Amile
(thirteenth century), unearthed by Mr. W. Pater from
the Bibliotheca Elzeviriana.* Though there is historic
evidence of the prevalence of the passion we may say of
this period that its ¢deal was undoubtedly rather the
chivalric love than the love of comrades. But with the
Renaissance in Italy and the Elizabethan period in
England the latter once more comes to evidence in a
burst of poetic utterance,t which culminates perhaps in
the magnificent sonnets of Michel Angelo and of
Shakespeare ; of Michel Angelo whose pure beauty of
expression lifts the enthusiasm into the highest region
as the direct perception of the divine in mortal form ;i

* W. Pater’s * Renaissance,” pp. 8-16.

T Among prose writers of “this period Montaigne, whose
treatment of the subject is enthusiastic and unequivocal, should not
be overlooked. See Hazlitt's ‘“ Montaigne,” ch. xxvii.

{ I may be excused for quoting here the sonnet No. 54, from
J. A. Symonds’ translation of the sonnets of Michel Angelo:—

*‘ From thy fair face I learn, O my loved lord,
That which no mortal tongue can rightly say;
The soul, imprisoned in her house of clay,
Holpen by Thee to God hath often soared :

And though the vulgar, vain, malignant horde
Attribute what their grosser wills obey,

Yet shall this fervent homage that I pay,
This love, this faith, pure joys for us afford.
Lo, all the lovely things we find on earth,
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and of Shakespeare—whose passionate words and
amorous spirituality of friendship have for long enough
been a perplexity to hide-bound commentators. Thence
through minor writers (not overlooking Winckelmann *
in Germany) we pass to quite modern times—in which,
notwithstanding the fa¢t that the passion has been much
misunderstood and misinterpreted, two names stand
conspicuously forth—those of Tennyson, whose * In
Memoriam” is perhaps his finest work, and of Walt
Whitman, the enthusiasm of whose poems on Comrade-
ship is only paralleled by the devotedness of his labors
for his wounded brothers in the American Civil War.

It will be noticed that here we have some of the
very greatest names in all literature concerned ; and that
their utterances on this subject equal if they do not
surpass, in beauty, intensity, and humanity of sentiment,
whatever has been written in praise of the other more
ordinarily recognised love.

Resemble for the soul that rightly sees,

That source of bliss divine which gave us birth ;
Nor have we first-fruits or remembrances

Of heaven elsewhere. Thus, loving loyally,

I rise to God, and make death sweet by thee.”

The labours of von Scheffler, followed by J. A. Symonds, have
now pretty conclusively established the pious frauds of the nephew,
and the fact that the love-poems of the elder Michel Angelo were,
for the most part, written to male friends.

* See an interesting paper in W. Pater's ‘* Renaissance."’
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And when again we turn to the records of Art, and
compare the way in which man’s sense of Love and
Beauty has expressed itself in the portrayal of the male
form and the female form respectively, we find exactly
the same thing. The whole vista of Greek statuary
shows the male passion of beauty in high degree.  Yet
though the statues of men and youths (by male
sculptors*) preponderate probably considerably, both in
actual number and in devotedness of execution, over the
statues of female figures, it is, as J. A. Symonds says in
his ¢ Life of Michel Angelo,” remarkable that in all the
range of the former there are hardly two or three that
show a base or licentious expression, such as is not so
very uncommon in the female statues. Knowing as we
do the strength of the male physical passion in the life
of the Greeks, this one fact speaks strongly for the sense
of proportion which must have characterised this passion
—at any rate in the most productive age of their Art.

In the case of Michel Angelo we have an artist who
with brush and chisel portrayed literally thousands of
human forms; but with this peculiarity, that while
scores and scores of his male figures are obviously

* I am not aware of any cases in the plastic arts, which strongly
illustrate the homogenic sentiment as between women by the loving
portrayal of female beauty by artists of the same sex—as by Sappho
in literature—though no doukt there are such cases.



| hahD9bLA bBh+&E! / 9

12 HOMOGENIC LOVE

suftused and inspired by a romantic sentiment there is
hardly oneof his female figures that isso,—the latter being
mostly representative of woman in her part as mother,
or sufferer, or prophetess or poetess, or in old age, or in
any aspect of strength or tenderness, except that which
associates itself especially with passionate love. Yet the
cleanliness and dignity of Michel Angelo’s male figures
are incontestable, and bear striking witness to that
nobility of the sentiment in him, which we have already
seen illustrated in his sonnets.

This brief sketch may suffice to give the reader some
idea of the place and position in the world of the
particular sentiment which we are discussing ; nor can
it fail to impress him—if any reference is made to the
authorities quoted—with a sense of the dignity and
solidity of the sentiment, at any rate as handled by some
of the world’s greatest men. At the same time it will
be sure to arouse further questions. It will be evident
from the instances given—and there would be no object
in ignoring this fact—that this kind of love, too, like
others, has its physical side; and queries will naturally
arise as to the exact place and purport of the physical
in it.

This is a subject which we shall have occasion to
consider more in detail in the second part of this paper ;

L b

m &EwO999wh h/ LECIbDbCOwW

HOMOGENIC LOVE 3

but here a few general remarks may be made. In the
first place we may say that to all love and indeed to all
human feeling there must necessarily be a physical side.
The most delicate emotion which plays through the
mind has, we cannot but perceive, its corresponding
subtle change in the body, and the great passions are
accompanied by wide-reaching disturbances and trans-
formations of corporeal tissue and fluid. Who knows
(it may be asked) how deeply the mother-love is
intertwined with the growth of the lacteal vessels and
the need of the suckled infant? or how intimately even
the most abstract of desires—namely the religious—is
rooted in the slow hidden metamorphosis by which a
new creature is really and physically born within the
old? Richard Wagner, in a pregnant little passage in
his ¢Communication to my Friends,” says that the
essence of human love ¢‘is the longing for utmost
physical reality, for fruition in an object which can be
grasped by all the senses, held fast with all the force of
actual being.” And if this is a somewhat partial state-
ment it yet puts into clear language one undoubted
relation between the sensuous and the emotional in al}
love, and the sweet excuse which this relation may be
said to provide for the existence of the actual world—
namely that the latter is the means whereby we become

conscious of our most intimate selves.™
* See pamphlet, *“Sex-Love,” p. 7.
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